2025 Poultry Skillathon Study Guide

The Meigs County Fair Skillathon will take place Thursday, July 10 during Livestock Project Review.

Age divisions for Skillathon are as follow (your age as of January 1: Junior 8-10 years, Intermediate 11-13
years, Senior 14+ years.

This study guide describes each station that will be included in the Poultry Skilathon. The Poultry Skillathon
is for all 4-H youth, regardless of what project they are registered for.

Station 3: Breeds and Breed Traits

At this station, you will be asked to identify breeds of the animal. Refer to the breed guide below.
® Juniors: Identify 6 at random breeds and their breed characteristics.
® Intermediates: Identify 8 at random breeds and their breed characteristics.

® Seniors: Identify 10 at random breeds and their breed characteristics.

Station 4: Parts

At this station, you will be asked to identify the parts of the animal. The parts will be listed for you, and you will be
asked to match the part on the diagram to the part name. Refer to the parts guide below. Study whichever poultry
you would like.

® Juniors: Identify 10 parts of the animal.
® [ntermediates: Identify 15 parts of the animal.

® Seniors: Identify 20 parts of the animal.

Station 5: Meat Cuts

At this station, you will be asked to label retail cuts and locations from the live animal. Refer to the meat cuts guide
below.

® Juniors: Identify 4 retail cut names.
® Intermediates: Identify 5 retail cut names and locate where they came from on the live animal.

® Seniors: Identify 6 retail cut names and locate where they came from on the live animal.
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Breeds

Use these prints in conjunction with Breeds - Match Breed Name to Print situation/task statement,
Breeds of Pouliry identification fags. and/or Poultry Breed Traits description fags.

Brahma
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Breeds

Use these prints in conjunction with Breeds - Maich Breed Name to Print situation/task statement,
Breeds of Poultry identification tags. and/or Poultry Breed Traits description fags.
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Breeds

Use these prints in conjunction with Breeds - Match Breed Name to Print sifuation/fask statement.
Breeds of Poultry identification tags, and/or Poultry Breed Traits description tags.

Modern Game
New Hampshire
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Breeds

Use these prints in conjunction with Breeds - Match Breed Name to Print situation/task statement,
Breeds of Poultry identification tags, and/or Pouliry Breed Traits description tags.

Plymouth Rock Barred
Plymouth Roclk White
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Breeds

Use these prints in conjunction with Breeds - Maich Breed Name to Print situation/task statement,
Breeds of Poultry idenfification tags, and/or Pouliry Breed Traits descripfion tags.

Sicilian Buttercup
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Wyandotte
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Plymouth Rock White

Rhode Island Red

% Poultry Breed Traits

This breed originated in the eastern United
States. Comb, wattles, and earlobes are bright
red. Cock's comb is single. medium size, and
upright. Wattles are medium length, round,
and soft. Beak is yellow, short, stout. and
curved. Eyes are reddish bay, large, round, and
prominent. Cock’s tail is medium length,
moderately spread, and carried 30 degrees
above the horizon. Body is long, broad, and
deep. Shanks and tces are yellow. Skin is
yellow. Plumage has sharp, parallel bars of
alternating light and dark colors {shades of
black and white) ending in a narrow, dark tip.
They are good general farm chickens; hardy,
broody, docile. and tame easily. They are
excellent dual-purpose birds: used for meat
(about 7 to 9 pounds) and egg production
(brown eggs).
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This breed originated in Rhode Island. Comb,
wattles, and earlobes are bright red. Cock’s
comhb is medium length, straight, and upright.
Wattles are medium length, uniform, and free
of folds and wrinkles. Beak is reddish horn,
medium length, and slightly curved. Eyes are
reddish bay. large, full, and prominent. Cock's
tail is medium length, well-spread, and carried
20 degrees above the horizon. Body is long,
broad, moderately deep, and appears oblong.
Shanks and toes are yellow with a reddish
horn tint. Skin is yellow. Plumage is rich, dark
red with greenish black sickles in the tail. They
are hardy, dual-purpose birds, the best layers
in this group, and good for the small flock
owner. Used for meat (about 6 to 8 pounds)
and egg production (brown eggs).
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Breeds

This breed originated in New York State. Comb,
wattles, and earlobes are bright red. Cock’'s
comb is rose shaped, low, and firm on the
head. Wattles are medium length, rounded, and
uniform. Beak is yellow, short, and well curved.
Eyes are reddish bay. full. round, and
prominent. Cock’s tail is short, well-spread.
and carried 40 degrees above the horizon. Body
is medium length, round, and deep. Shanks
and toes are yellow. Skin is yellow. Plumage is
white. These birds are good for the small family
farm: tolerate rugged conditions, are good
mothers, and have a good disposition. They are
dual-purpose birds: used for meat {about 6 to 8
pounds) and egg production (brown eggs).
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This breed originated in Shanghai, China.
Comb, wattles, and earlobes are bright red.
Cock’'s comb is pea shaped, small, and firm.
Wattles are medium length and well rounded.
Beak is stout, well curved, and yellow with a
dark stripe down the upper mandible. Eyes are
reddish bay, large, round, and deep set. Cock's
tail is medium size, full, and well spread.
Shanks and toes are yellow with a black and
white feather covering. Skin is yellow. Body is
long, deep, and well rounded at the sides.
Plumage is silvery white with a black and white
cape. Main tail is solid black with increasing
white lace towards the base of the tail. They are
a favorite among fanciers and for show. These
birds go broody. are good mothers, and are able
to withstand cold temperatures. They are
general-purpose birds: used for heavy meat
production (about 9 to 12 pounds) and are fair
layers (brown eggs).
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Sussex

Modern Game

% Poultry Breed Traits

This breed originated in England. Comb,
wattles, and earlobes are bright red. Cock’s
comb is single, medium size, straight, and
upright. Wattles are medium size and well
rounded. Beak is horn colored, stout, short,

and slightly curved. Eyes are reddish bay, large,

round, and prominent. Cock’s tail is medium
length. well spread, and carried 45 degrees
above the horizon. Body is long. broad. and
deep. Shanks and toes are pinkish white. Skin
is white. Plumage is mahogany-bay, and each

feather is tipped in white with a black bar. Main
tail feathers are black tipped in white. These are

a good all-around farm fowl: alert, attractive,
good foragers, broody, and good mothers. They
are one of the best dual-purpose birds: used for
meat production (about 7 to 9 pounds) and egg
production (brown eggs).

-

This breed originated in England. Comb,

wattles, and earlobes are dark purple. Cock’s
comb and wattles are neatly and smoothly
dubbed. Beak is black, long. tapering. and
slightly curved. Eyes are black, large. round.
and prominent. Tail is a small whip. Body is
slender and close up on the underpart. Shanks
and toes are black. Skin is white, Plumage is
black with a white head and bows. Back and
neck are white with narrow black lines down
the center of each feather. Breast is black with
white lace on each feather; (hen does not have
white bows or back). These birds need plenty of
exercise to maintain muscle tone and can not
withstand cold weather. They are bred for
showing (20 to 22 ounces, white or lightly tinted

eggs).
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Breeds

This breed originated in Italy and is the most
numerous breed in America today. Comb and
wattles are bright red, and the earlobes are
white. Comb can be rose or single. Wattles are
moderately long, well rounded, and smooth.
Beak is yellow, medium length, strong, and
nicely curved. Eyes are reddish bay, large, full,
and prominent. Cock’s tail is large, well spread,
and carried 40 degrees above the horizon. Body
is long, deep, and carried nearly horizontal.
Shanks and toes are yellow. 8kin is yellow.
Plumage is white with a large tail. These birds
are small, sprightly, noisy, good foragers,
capable of considerable flight, and like to move
around. They are noted mostly for egg
production (about 4 to 6 pounds, white eggs).

Breed originated in Sicily. Comb and wattles
are bright red with white earlobes. Cock's cormnb
is cup-shaped, smooth, and fine with a deep
cavity. Beak is light horn, medium length, and
strong. Eyes are reddish bay, round, full, and
prominent. Cock’s tail is moderately large, well
spread, and carried 45 degrees above the
horizon. Body is moderately long. Shanks and
toes are willow green. Skin is yellow. Plumage
is reddish orange with a black tail and dark,
buff cape with black spangles: {hen is golden
buff with black spangles and tail). These birds
are small, spritely, and nonbroody. They lay a
fair number of small eggs and are ornamental
fowl (about 7 to 9 pounds, large, white eggs).
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Identification and Description Tags
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Japanese

Hamburg

% Poultry Breed Traits

This breed originated in Japan. Comb, wattles,
and earlobes are bright red. Cock’s comb is
single, large, and firm. Wattles are large and
smooth. Beak is yellow, strong, and well
curved. Eyes are reddish bay, large, round, and
prominent. Cock’s tail is very large, well
spread, and carried erect (almost touching the
head). Body is short, deep, and compact.
Shanks and toes are yellow. Plumage is white
with a greenish black. Sickles are black and
laced in white. Birds weigh 22 to 26 ounces.
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This breed’s origin is Dutch. Comb and
wattles are bright red, and earlobes are
white. Cock’s comb is rose shaped,
medium size, and firm. Beak is dark horn,
medium length, and well curved. Eyes are
reddish bay, large, round, and prominent.
Cock’s tail is moderately long, full, well
expanded, and carried 40 degrees above
the horizon. Body is deep, round, and
smooth. Shanks and toes are leaden blue.
Skin is white. Plumage is silver-white and
each feather ends with a black spangle.
These birds are active, flighty, wild in
nature, good foragers, and capable of flying
long distances. They are an ornamental
non-sitting fowl (weight 22 to 26 ounces;
small, white eggs).
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This breed originated in New England. Comb,
wattles, and earlobes are bright red. Cock’s
comb is single, firm, medium length, and
upright. Wattles are medium length, uniform,
and free from folds. Beak is reddish horn,
strong, medium length, and regularly curved.
Eyes are reddish bay, large, full, and
prominent. Cock'’s tail is medium length, well
spread, and carried 45 degrees above the
horizon. Body is medium length. well rounded.
broad, and deep. Shanks and toes are rich
yellow tinted with reddish horn. Skin is yellow.
Plumage is chestnut red with a reddish bay
head, golden bay neck. and black tail; (hen is
chestnut red with a black tail edged in
chestnut red and lower neck feathers tipped
with black). These birds are competitive and
aggressive. Hens go broody and make good
mothers. They are meat chickens with fair
laying ability (30 to 34 cunces, brown eggs).

This breed originated in England. Comb and
earlobes are purplish red, and wattles are
bright red. Cock’s comb is rose shaped, firm,
and square in front. Wattles are broad and well
rounded. Beak is dark horn, short, and slightly
curved. Eyes are brown, large, round, and
prominent. Cock’s tail is full, well spread, and
carried 70 degrees above the horizon. Body is
compact, deep, and short. Shanks and toes are
slate blue. Plumage is silver-white edged with
black. Tail does not have sickles. Birds are
bred for show and make good layers {weight 22
to 26 ounces).
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Langshan

Cornish
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. Breeds
% Poultry Breed Traits
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This breed originated in China and is one of the
oldest breeds. Comb, wattles, and earlobes are
bright red. Cock’s comb is single, medium size,
straight, and upright. Wattles are medium
length and well rounded. Beak is stout, well
curved, and colored dark horn with a pink tint
at the end. Eyes are dark brown, moderately
large, and round. Cock's tail is long, large, full,
and carried 75 degrees above the horizon. Body
is broad and deep. Shanks and toes are bluish
black with a black feather covering. Skin is
white. Plumage is greenish black. These birds
are active, quick, broody, and make good
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and earlobes are bright red. Cock’s comb is :
single, medium size, upright, and firm. Wattles
are long, well rounded, and thin. Beak is |
yellow, short, stout, and curves to a point. Eyes '
are reddish bay and moderately large. Cock's I
tail is short, well spread at the base, and filled |
underneath with soft. profuse feathers. Body is |
moderately long, broad, deep, and well rounded |
from the breast to the abdomen. Shanks and |
toes are yellow with a golden, buff feather i
covering. Skin is yellow. Plumage is a profuse, |
rich, golden buff color. These birds are broody, |
well-suited to confinement, and good mothers
(often used as foster mothers). They are bred I
mostly for exhibition, but are capable of meat I
production (about 8 to 11 pounds, brown eggs). :
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

for meat (about 7 to 9 pounds) and egg
production (dark brown eggs).
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This breed originated in Cornwall, England.
Comb, wattles, and earlobes are bright red.
Cock’s comb is pea shaped, moderately small,
and firm. Wattles are small, even, and srnooth.
Beak is short, very stout, and well curved. Eyes
are pearl, large, round, and prominent. Cock's
tail is short, closely folded, and carried slightly
below the horizon. Body is compact, broad, well
muscled, deep, and carried higher in front and
back. Shanks and toes are rich yellow. Skin is
yellow. Plumage is white, short, scant, and

-
: This breed originated in England. Comb, :
| wattles, and earlobes are bright red. Cock's |
| comb is single, medium size, straight and
upright, Wattles are medium size and well |
I rounded. Beak is pinkish white, short, stout, '
| and regularly curved. Eyes are reddish bay, |
| large, round, and prominent. Cock’s tail is |
I moderately long, well spread, and carried 25 |
| degrees above the horizon. Body is moderately |
|  long, broad, deep, straight, and extends |
forward. Shanks and toes are pinkish white.
hard. These birds are movers (need space to : Skin is white. Plumage is a rich, golden buff. :
develop muscles), pugnacious, and broody. | These birds are docile, good mothers, broody, |
They are super-heavy meat producers (about 8 | and able to withstand cold temperatures. They |
to 10 pounds, brown eggs). | are general-purpose birds: used for heavy meat
production (8 to 10 pounds) and egg production |
: (brown eggs). :
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Plymouth Rock Barred

% Poultry Breed Traits Sieees
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| This breed originated in Germany. Comb, | This breed originated in the Far East. Comb i %
| wattles, and earlobes are bright red. Cock’s |  and wattles are deep muiberry, and earlobes | %’.‘
comb is single, medium size, firm, and straight |  are light blue turquoise. Cock’s comb is walnut |
: on head. Wattles are very small; natural | shaped, moderately small, lumpy, and almost |
| absence is preferred. Beak is horn colored, [ round. Crest is medium size, soft, and full. |
| short, and slightly curved. Eyes are reddish | Wattles are very small; natural absence is |
| bay, full, round, and prominent. Cock’s tail is | preferred. Beak is leaden blue, short, stout, |
long, well spread, and carried very erect. Body and curves to a point. Eyes are black, large,
I is short and compact. Shanks and toes are I round, and prominent. Tail is short, broad, well |
| slate blue with a black feather covering tipped | rounded, and filled underneath with soft, fluffy |
l in white. Plumage is bright red with a white : plumage. Body is moderately long, deep, broad, I
spangle on the end of each feather and and well rounded. Shanks and toes (five toes)
| separated by a black bar. Tail feathers are | are leaden blue and well covered with feathers. |
| black with a white spangle at the end. Beard | Skin is black. Plumage is white, downy or silky, |
| and muff are thick and full, with a r;'lane—like | and hair-like (feathers are without webs). |
appearance (weight 22 to 26 ounces). Beard is thick and well feathered (weight 32 to
: : 36 ounces). :
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I This breed originated in the eastern United : This breed originated in England. Comb, I )
| States. Comb, wattles, and earlobes are bright | wattles, and earlobes are bright red. Cock’s | >
I red. Cock's comb is single, medium size, and | comb and wattles are neatly and smoothly | g’
| upright. Wattles are medium size, round, and dubbed. Beak is dark horn, large, strong, and L)
soft. Beak is yellow, short, stout, and curved. l well curved. Eyes are brown, large, round, and | &
| Eyes are reddish bay, large, round, and | prominent. Cock's tail is well spread and | ;
| prominent. Cock's tail is medium length, | carried 45 degrees above the horizon. Body is | &
| moderately spread, and carried 30 degrees |  small and compact with a straight keel. Shanks | §
| above the horizon. Body is rather long and | and toes are black. Skin is white. Plumage is |
| deep. Shanks and toes are yellow. Skin is | black. These birds are small, hardy, extremely | ‘
| yellow. Plumage is white and fluffy. They are | active, very noisy, broody, aggressive, and | |
I excellent dual-purpose birds: used for meat | capable of considerable flight. They are bred for | '
| (weight ct:lbO‘th 7 to 9 pounds) and egg | show (22 to 24 ounces, white or lightly tinted |
I production (brown eggs). | eggs). |
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chicken s

Use these prints in conjunction with Identify Meat Cuts and Egg Quality situation/task
statement and Chicken Meat Cut icientification tags.
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chicken e 2o

Use these prints in conjunction with Identity Meat Cuts and Egg Quality situation/task
statement and Chicken Meat Cut identification tags.

Whole Leg
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° Meat & Eggs
se %ese pnnes in"conjunction with ldentify Meat Cuts and Egg Quality situation/fask
statement and Chicken Meat Cutidentification tags.

2
& =
b £=
]
g 3
<) -
2 2
[V}
Y [
- 3]
Q =
)

Split Breast
Leg Quarter
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chicken ot B

Use these prints in conjunction with Identify Meat Cuts and Egg Quality situation/task
statement and Chicken Meaf Cut identification tags.

Breast Tenderloin

Quarter without Wing
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chicken e

Use these prints in conjunction with Identify Meat Cuts and Egg Quality situation/task
statement and (Chicken Meat Cut identification tags.

Cards. Charts, Diagrams, Posters, and Prints
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t rk e Meat & Eggs
l(}se these pdnts in conjunction with Identifty Meat Cuts and Egg Quality situation/task
statement and Turkey Meat Cut identification tags.
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turkey .

Meat & Eggs

Use these prints in conjunction with Identify Meat Cuts and Egg Quality situation/task
statement and Turkey Meat Cut identification tags.

inless Thigh

POUI-TRY Boneless Sk

Cards. Charts, Diagrams. Posters. and Prints
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Use these prints in conjunction with Identity Meat Cuts and Egg Quality sifuation/task
statement and Turkey Meat Cut identification tags.

Leg Quarter
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turkey e 6 581

Use these prints in conjunction with identify Meat Cuts and Egg Quality situation/task
statement and Turkey Meat Cut identification tags.
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wishbone
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