2025 Horse Skillathon Study Guide

The Meigs County Fair Skillathon will take place Thursday, July 10 during Livestock Project Review.

Age divisions for Skillathon are as follow (your age as of January 1: Junior 8-10 years, Intermediate 11-13
years, Senior 14+ years).

This study guide describes each station that will be included in the Horse Skilathon. The Horse Skillathon is
for all 4-H youth, regardless of what project they are registered for.

Station 3: Breeds and Breed Traits

At this station, you will be asked to identify breeds of the animal. Refer to the Breed Guide below.
® Juniors: Identify 6 at random breeds and their breed characteristics.
® [ntermediates: Identify 8 at random breeds and their breed characteristics.

® Seniors: Identify 10 at random breeds and their breed characteristics.

Station 4: Parts

At this station, you will be asked to identify the parts of the animal. The parts will be listed for you, and you will be
asked to match the part on the diagram to the part name. Refer to the Parts of a Horse Guide below.

® Juniors: Identify 10 parts of the animal.
® [ntermediates: Identify 15 parts of the animal.

® Seniors: Identify 20 parts of the animal.

Station 5: Hoof Anatomy

At this station, you will be asked to identify parts of the hoof. A horse parts diagram can be found on page 104 in
Beginning Horse Management (#174). Additional resources can be viewed at University of California Agriculture and
Natural Resources Lake County Animal Resources Information page.

Hoof #1: https://ucanr.edu/sites/uclakecounty/files/64776.pdf

Hoof #2: https://ucanr.edu/sites/uclakecounty/files/64785.pdf

® Juniors: Identify 10 parts of the hoof.
® [ntermediates: Identify 15 parts of the hoof.

® Seniors: Identify 20 parts of the hoof.
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Use these prints in conjunction with Breeds of Horses identification tags

and/or Horse Breed Traits description tags.
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Use these prints in conjunction with Breeds of Horses identification tags
and/or Horse Breed Traits description tags.
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| This light horse breed originated in the United States. Primarily a

I color breed, the name refers to its spotted or two-tone pattern:

| white with one additional color. Two distinct coat patterns are Overo
| or Tobiano. They stand 14-2 to 16-2 hands. Only spotted horses with
I Quarter Horse or Thoroughbred conformation may be registered.

| Other spotted types may be registered as Pintos. They are used

I_ as stock, pleasure, racing, and show horses.

—_——— e

American Paint Horse

|I This light horse breed originated in the United States. Coat color
I is bay, brown, chestnut, gray, golden, or black. They stand 15 to
: 16 hands and carry their tail and head high. These three-gaited
| or five-gaited horses move with much action and high stepping.
| They are docile and intelligent; have high endurance: provide

,I easy riding on rough terrain; and are used as pleasure, stock,

| and fine harness horses.
—

—————

American Saddlebred

_—.——-__—_——_—————————_—-—.—-————._—-—_—._—-._—.——-_—-—,_

This light horse breed was developed for war and hunting in the
western United States by the Nez Perce Indians. Coat color is black,
bay, brown, chestnut, or white: coat pattern is blanket, marble,
snowflake, leopard, or frost. Loin and hips are white with spots inter-
mingled. Sclera around the eyes is white, and the skin is mottled —
more visibly on the muzzle. Hooves are black and white striped; mane
and tail are thin. These horses stand 14-2 to 15 172 hands. They are
used as stock, pleasure, race, parade, hunting, and jumping horses.

—_————— 1

Appaloosa

_—-——-_—-_._—___———————-——-_—-_—-_—____—-__-.—__——_———_
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: This breed - known as the father of all light horses - originated in

| Arabia and is the oldest and purest of the breeds. Coat color is bay,
| gray, chestnut, black, or - less frequently - white. White marks on
| the head and legs are common. Skin color is black. They stand 14-2
i to 15-2 hands. These horses carry their tail high and have a dished
| face; long, arched neck; and a short back. Developed as a saddle horse
| with three gaits, these horses are docile and have great endurance.
L They are used as stock, pleasure, racing, and show horses.

Arabian

-——-——-—_-—_——_——-.——-————-——._—-—-——_—-_——-..——.——._——-——-——

L

I This draft horse breed was developed in Belgium as an agricultural |
I workhorse. Coat color is chestnut or sorrel. Mane and tail are :
I generally flaxen and the face has a white blaze. Legs have little |
| feathering and the tail is kept short. Standing 15-2 to 17 hands I
I and weighing 1,850 to 2,200 rounds or more, they are the I
|I widest, deepest, and most compact and massive of the draft |
L horses. They are extremely quiet, docile and patient. I
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: generally bay or brown with white markings. Lower legs are

| extremely feathery. Slightly smaller than other draft horse breeds,

I they stand 16 to 17 hands and weigh up to 2,000 pounds. Known
y gh up p

: for their beauty and elegant style, these horses move with much

I| action and have a prompt walk and snappy stride. They are used

2
This draft horse breed originated in Scotland. Coat color is :
|
|
|
|
|
|

for exhibitions, special attractions, and farm work. :

Clydesdale

—

l

: This breed of ass originated in Egypt. These animals have a white

| muzzle and underbelly; dorsal stripes; stripes on their legs; and long,

| dark ears. They stand 36 to 48 inches at the withers. Mane and tail

II are shorter than those of other asses: the tai] is like that of a cow; and
| their voice is loud and harsh. They are used in the production of mules
I' and - due to their good-natured personality - as children's pets.

This horse breed originated in northern Europe. Due to their small
Stature, they were originally used to pull carts in the coal mines.
There are two classifications of this breed: the refined Arabian type
and the heavier Quarter Horse type. These horses stand a maximum
of 34 inches high at the withers and can be any color. They are used
as pets and for pulling carts.

|
This light horse breed - known as the first family of American horses - I
originated in the New England states. Coat color is bay, black, brown, |
or chestnut; many have white markings. They stand 14-2 to 16 hands. |
These horses are known for their pleasing temperament, docility, }
endurance, beauty, courage, and longevity. They are used as |
stock, saddle, and harness horses. }

F———————

——.._-____.___.————.———-—____——-—_.______-__—.__—-—_——_

-
This breed of ass originated in the Middle East and is a cross between :
a jack and a horse. Coat colors vary - sorrel with brown or tan points |

is most preferred. They have combination haijr: thin forelock witha |
coarse mane and tail. Their ears are smaller than those of a donkey. !
Depending on their use, height varies greatly: 12 to 17-2 hands. :

They live about 18 years and are sterilc. These animals are very strong, |
intelligent, surefooted, careful, and stubborn. They are used as work |

and pack animals and for driving, riding, and showing. _||

e ———————

Mule
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% Horse Breed Traits - continued %

This light horse breed originated in the United States and is classified
by color. Coat must be golden and vary a maximum of three shades
lighter or darker than a newly minted gold coin. Mane and tail are
white, silver, or ivory. Skin and eyes are dark. These horses stand
14-2 to 16 hands. They are used as stock, parade, saddle,
pleasure, and fine harness horses.

Palomino

This draft horse breed originated in France and was used for battle,
farming, pulling stage coaches, and pleasure riding. Color is
primarily black or dapple-gray - occasionally bay, brown, chestnut,
or roan. Head is attractive and clean-cut; the legs have no feathering.
They stand 16-1 to 16-3 hands and weigh 1,700 to 2,100 pounds.
These horses are known for their strength, good temperament,
longevity, and willingness to work. They are used for exhibitions,
special attractions, and farm work.
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Percheron

I
I I
| This pony breed originated in the United States and is a cross between |
: an Appaloosa and a Shetland pony. These ponies have Appaloosa :
| coloring and are 46 to 56 inches in height. They are primarily |
{ pleasure horses and used for young riders who have outgrown :
| Shetlands, but have not yet advanced to light horses. |
| I

Pony of the Americas

: This light horse breed was developed from three breeds of horses
| in Peru and then imported to the U.S. in the 1960s. These horses
I are basic, solid colors and cannot be registered if they have 25

: percent or more white anywhere on their bodies. They stand 14-2
to 15-1 hands. Their trademark is an inborn movement called the
| "termino.” This natural, four-beat, lateral gait originates from the
| shoulder and is very smooth and graceful. These horses are used
L for pleasure, parade, and endurance riding.

Peruvian Paso

I

: This light horse breed originated in the United States and was named
| for its quarter-mile racing speed. Coat color is chestnut, sorrel, bay,
I dun, palomino, black, brown, gray, or roan. They stand 15 to 16

| hands and are powerfully built with strong hind quarters.

| Agile and quick on their feet, these horses are used for racing,

: herding, roping, hunting, jumping, and pleasure riding.

Quarter Horse
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% Horse Breed Traits - continued %

I This pony breed originated on the Shetland Islands off the coast :
| of Scotland and is one of the oldest and smallest breeds. Coat can I
; be any color or pattern. Two class sizes are recognized for registry: !
| 43 inches and under; and 43 to 46 inches. These ponies are very |
| strong and hardy for their size. They have a gentle, faithful nature I
l « . . 1 I
and are used for showing, harness racing, and as children's mounts.
! & 8 |
I I

Shetland Pony

[ This draft horse breed originated in England and is the largest I
: of all modern horse breeds. Coat color is bay, brown, or black :
| with white markings. Leg feathering is straight, silky, and heavy; |
I the neck is long; and the shoulders are wide and deep. These I
I horses stand 16-2 to 17-2 hands, and stallions commonly weigh :
| over 2,000 pounds. Because of their great strength, they were 1
I used for pulling carts and working the land. |

I I
I This light horse breed was developed in the eastern United States :
| for road driving and racing. Coat color is bay, brown, chestnut, [
| black, gray, roan, or dun. They stand 15 to 16 hands and have |
: great shoulder strength and a longer, lower body than a :
I Thoroughbred. Known as trotters and pacers, these horses I
: are not ridden, but used for harness racing and shows. :

This draft horse breed originated in England. Coat color is always :
chestnut, often with a cream-colored mane and tail. There is noleg |
feathering. These horses appear chunky and low due to their barrel- :
shaped body and short legs. They are the smallest of the draft breeds |
- standing 15-2 to 17 hands and weighing 1,450 to 1,800 pounds. l
These horses have an excellent disposition and are used for |
exhibitions, special attractions, and farm work. l

This light horse breed originated in the United States. Coat color is :
sorrel, chestnut, black, roan, white, bay, brown, gray, or golden. :
White markings on the feet and legs are common. They stand 14-2 |
to 15-2 hands. These horses have three natural gaits and are well I
known for their smooth running walk. Due t, their disposition and :
temperament, they are referred to as the "gentlemen of the equines” |
and used as pleasure, show, and plantation walking horses. |

#AHORSE
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% Horse Breed Traits - continued %

| This light horse breed originated in England. Coat color is bay,
| brown, black, sorrel, gray, or chestnut. White face and leg markings
| are common. Standing 15 to 17 hands, they are the largest of the

l light horse breeds. Developed specifically for racing, these horses

| are the fastest in the world due to their long legs, powerfully muscled
| hindquarters, and long strides. They are active, energetic,

| highly nervous, and used for racing, hunting, jumping, polo,

} and pleasure riding.

Thoroughbred

I
This pony breed originated in Wales. Coat color is black, gray, bay, :
roan, cream, or chestnut. These ponies are classifed according to |
height: 48 inches and under; and 48 to 56 inches. They have unusual :
endurance and considerable speed at the trot. These ponies are used |
for racing, trail riding, parades, harness shows, stock cutting, 1
hunting, pleasure riding, and as advanced children's mounts. |

Welsh Pony
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